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Quantum
Qflash T2

The second generation is even
better than the remarkable original

by the Editors

Most flash systems today can be broken
down into three basic groups. The most popular is a
battery-operated flash designed to work with 35mm
cameras. This small portable flash fits in a hot-shoe on
top of the camera and works with the camera's TTL
system. At the opposite end of the scale, you have the
studio flash, usually AC powered, big, powerful, and
flexible for any professional lighting situation.

The third flash type is a very specialized
hybrid that incorporates the best features of both flash
types. It is designed to work in all photo situations with
most any camera system. The Qflash
T2 is a second-generation flash system
from Quantum Instruments that takes
flash flexibility to the limits. Although
the target market for the T2 is medium-
format photographers, its versatility
also makes it ideal for the 35mm
shooter.

The Quantum Turbo battery
is the workhorse that keeps the Qflash
operating at a fast full-power pace.
This high-powered rechargeable acid
battery gives extremely fast recycling
and long-lasting power. When the
Qflash is used at full power the Turbo
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can deliver up to 200 flashes per charge. The Turbo also
has an Ultra Fast mode for high-speed motor drive and
stroboscopic functions. The battery is protected with a
soft slim case and can be worn over your shoulder or
strapped to your belt. It has a power gauge that tells you
when the battery is at 100%, 75%, 50%, and 25% power
capacity. The Quantum Turbo battery can be recharged
in 3-10 hours depending on how much the battery is
depleted.

To fully understand the Qflash's capability we
will take you through a quick tour of the flash head. The
flash head has a four-pin socket that holds the high-
powered removable flash tube. A circular flash reflector
fits around the flash tube, locking into positions to give
a reflected angle of 55° or 70°. The reflector can also be
removed for 360° bare-bulb flash exposures. A swivel
base allows the head to rotate 90° with stops every 15°.
The flash head itself can be adjusted 180° up and down.
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The base of the Qflash has an
LCD display panel that provides a
variety of information about setting
up your flash and monitoring its
functions. The first row of buttons
includes the flash-fire, light, mode,
and set functions. The mode button
sets the flash up for manual, auto,
TTL, or stroboscopic operation. Once
you have selected a mode, you can
then fine-tune your selection with
the up/down or set buttons.

In the manual position you
will find 19 possible power
selections from full to /£. power. A
special coding is used to minimize
space in the LCD display. The "+"
indicates an increase of V* stop of
power and a "-" shows X stop less
power. The f-stops range from f/2
to f/32 and use the same coding (+
and -) to indicate tf-stop variances.

A third m anual display gives
you the flash distance corresponding
to that exposure. Pressing the set
button three times will also allow
you to adjust the ISO film rating. As
you change this setting, the flash
shows you the new effective flash
distance.

The Qflash can be used in
auto mode by using the mode
button and the up/down arrows to
select one of the f-stop settings in X-
stop increments. The film ISO can
be selected by using the set function
and the up/down arrows. The
window will display when the flash
is ready to fire, ISO number, mode,
f-number, and flash distance for that
f-stop.

The TTL function of the Qflash
works in combination with a special
TTL cord for your specific camera
type. Because the TTL function is
primarily controlled by the camera,
the only display you will see is flash
ready, and TTL mode. The TTL cord
is ordered separately when you buy
your flash.

If you like special effects, the
Qflash has a special stroboscopic
mode. Once you have selected
stroboscopic you can set the
frequency of the flashes from 1-50
per second, the number of flashes
from 1-20, and the power output for
each flash. When the Qflash is set in
this mode it can be tripped via a
slave to fire the entire stroboscopic
sequence.

The final program mode allows
you to select up to four setups of
manual, auto or TTL and store them

(Continued on page 34)

BOGEN
3021 SERIES CONVERTIBLE TRIPODS

ROCK SOLID. No matter where you want to shoot,
indoors or out, rough terrain or smooth, the 3021
will do the job. Each leg has three different click-
stop spread angles so levelling is a snap. Add any of
several Bogen/Manfrotto Heads and you're set for
anything up to medium format.

See your dealer or contact
Bogen Photo Corp., 565 E. Crescent Ave.,
Ramsey, NJ 07446,
(201)818-9500

We don't *^ sell anything
we wouldn't buy ourselves.

Circle t351 on Reader Service Card

Formerly New Seagull

For those who are
Waiting for Godot...
hang in there.

For those who have been waiting for
Cachet's (G)raded Cold Tone paper..
That wait is over. It's here and every
bit as good as we said it would be ...
brilliant whites, onyx blacks and a
grand array of mid tone grays.
Don't neglect our other line papers:
YCFB, Mid Grade Warm Tone (now in
grades 2 and 3), Silver Metallic, and the

Special offer on Cachet Fine Art Paper Sampler
(4 sheets each ofVCFB, "G", Warm Tone, 2 sheets of Silver Metallic)

$14.95 (plus $2 for s&h)

Call Gary at (714) 432-7070, ext 617; FAX (714) 432-7102
Visit our newly redesigned Web Site http://www.onecachet.com

E-mail to onecachet@aol.com.

Fine Art Photographic Papers
3701 West Moore Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92704
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BurntcWedding Albums
& Folios-
Photomounts,
Frames & Supplies
Shipped Same Day!
1-800-662-1000
Free Wholesale Catalog!

Mon-Fri 9:()<)am — 5:3()pm
Sat 9:00am—- l:30pm

Pm-Craft
Fhrenlinn
Topflight

Renaissance
Camille
TAP

Yankee Pink
Sureguard
3M

Cleveland • Atlanta
Hartford • Chicago
Dallas • Anaheim me

P.O. Box XI757 - Depl. PET
Cleveland. Ohio 441X1

See us on the internet:
http://www.Albuiiislnc.coni/albums/

Circle #350 on Reader Service Card
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To order, write to:
PHOTOgraphic,

P.O. Box 56495, Boulder,
CO 80322-6495

or call:
1-(800)-800-3686

From outside the U.S., please call 1-(303)-447-9330

The above rate is good in the US. only. For all foreign
subscriptions, add to the above rate the following amount (m
U.S. funds) to cover surface mail postage: Canada add $8 00
(price includes GST). All other foreign add $11 00 Allow
4 - 8 weeks for your first issue to be mailed Special
introductory offer for new subscribers only,

5BAF7/pm

Quantum
Qflash T2
(Continued from page 31)

for future use. This comes in handy
if you have a specific combination of
settings and want to use them later.
The next time you use the flash, you
recall that program number and the
settings are loaded in. These settings
remain in the flash even when the
power is off.

The options button allows you
to change from
feet to meters, and
turns the flash
speaker on/off. A
single beep
indicates the
exposure is
correct, and a
series of three
beeps signals an
incorrect
exposure. When
the speaker is
turned on, you can
plug in the small
earphone so that only
you can monitor if you
have a good/bad
exposure. The
earphone is great for
occasions like
weddings when
beeping sounds may be
annoying to people
around you. There is
also a reflector position
setting that gives the
photographer the
correct distance listings
in manual and
automatic modes.

If you want to
operate the Qflash as a
slave, an optional
sensor is available from
Quantum. It comes
with a three-foot cord
that can attach to the
hot-shoe. When this
sensor is attached to
the flash, the LCD
display changes to SENS
mode. The sensor is
not affected by sunlight
or incandescent light
and can operate up to
500 feet from the

Below: The
Qflash T2 is
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outdoor fill-
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TTL with your

camera's
accessory TTL

flash cord, and
providing lots

of flexibility
when used in

manual mode.

trigger flash.
You can also trigger the flash

up to 350 feet away via the Radio
Slave 4i. The sending unit can
mount to the hot-shoe of the camera
or camera bracket, and is designed
to fire in rapid succession when
using a fast motor drive.

We found Quantum's Qflash
(street price around $360) to be one
of the most flexible portable flash
units we've ever tested. It offers fu l l
flash control if you prefer manual
mode and yet the possible
combinations with auto and TTL are
almost limitless. The Quantum Turbo
battery proved to be a powerhouse
providing fast recycle times and great
power output that increased the
adaptabil i ty of the Qflash.

Quantum also offers the similar
Qflash X2, which is powered by a
Lumeclyne or Norman pack of 200 or
400 W/S and incorporates a 16- or
32-second-duration modeling light.

Quantum Instruments, 1075
Stewart Ave., Garden City, NY 11530;
516/222-0611; Internet website
http://home.navisoft.com/quantum/
homepage.htm. •
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